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MARRIAGE STATE, &c. 


ſealed up, and no Man has Liberty to 
J add .any thing to the Words of the 
Book 'of the Revelations of Feſus Chriſt all 


Dreams, Omens, Signs, Tokens, pretended 
Viſions, and Revelations, or any Kind 3 


Prognoſtic ations whatſoever, and Obſervati- 
ons upon them, are to be eſteemed nothing at 
all but Deluſions of the Devil; whereby the 


Prince of Darkneſs deceives weak Minds, who . 


are ſeeking: more 230 the C haff than the 
Wheat. | 


_ is 


But n che 17 lieh G God ſeverely re- 
Pave, ul ſuch as pretend to Predictions or 


A's e Know- 


\ * 


INCE Viſion and Prophecy are 


K 
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Knowledge is: Secrets by 8 of 
Dreams; yet as Men dream, they may law- 
fully tell their Dreams to one another, without 
any Deſign to deceive by them. I fhall there- 
fore take * to relate che following one. 


11 fancied myſelf ee in the Eaſtern 
Parts of the World; and, at laſt, coming to 
the City of Old Babylon, where I was much a- 
| muſed 1 in viewing the Curioſities of the Place, 
as the Tower, the Wall, the Gates, the Streets, 
the Palace, the River, the Images in the Plain 
of Drura, &c. I obſerved the City, and it ap- 
peared in different Views. In one Part the Peo- 
ple were entirely taken up in Revellings, Feaſt- 
ings, Diverſions, ſplendid Appearances, and 
WED enjoying themſelves. In the other Part they 
were more reſerved, and were much taken up 
in a demure Dreſs and Behaviour; in the De- 
cency of their Houſes and Streets, and in - 
Regularity of their Towers and Fortifications, 
| Sc. but without any Appearance of Dangers, 
Alarms, or Moleſtations; They, ſeemed all en- 
fircly at Eaſe. 


* 


—— 


a. 


„ „ . 1 had EW fatiared: pn: 
with gazing at the particular Shows, I thought 
to take a Proſpect of the whole City together. 
So I walk'd to a riſing Ground belonging to it, 
but a little retired from, the Croud; where I 


S_—_ F 


ſaw 


1 t.3 3 

ſaw a Booth, which I took to be built on pur- 
poſe for the Convenieney of taking Proſpects, 
and I went directly to it. And at the Door I 
ſaw an old Man, -of whom I enquired if he 
had ever a Proſpect Glaſs, whereby I might be 
favoured with a full View of that 1 City, 
Which I ſuppoſed to be the Metropolis of the 
World. He told me, if I pleaſed to take a 
deliberate Obſervation, I might, perhaps, have 
different Apprehenſions of that ſplendid City, 
than I had at preſent; for he aſſured me it 


was fo full of inteſtine Perplexity, cauſed by 
Envy, Malice, Exceſs, and Corruption, that- 


the Inhabitants had no real Satisfaction in them- 
ſelves; and it was only by thoſe Extravagan- 
cies and Amuſements which I had ſeen, they 


kept themſelves from perpetual Diſtraction. 
He then fetched out his Proſpective, and told 


me, if I pleas'd, he would ſhew me the Situa- 
tion of the Place; whereby J might be con- 
vinced that its Condition was not ſo happy, 
nor its Glory ſo majeſtick, as I imagined.” So 


4 took a diftin&t View on the South Side, and 
the Foundation of the Place appeared to be 


built upon nothing but Bogs and Quick. ſands, 


which could nor poſſibly ſuſtain the Zuildings, 
but ere long they muſt inevitably ſink. I again 
took a View on the North Side, and I found 


the Foundation was all bituminous and ſulphu- 


reous Matter, interſperſed with ſubterraneo ue 
| | Fire, 


Z 6 | 

| Fire, which appeared ready in a Moment to 
break forth into Flames. He then bid me 
look to the Eaſt; and I ſaw a very formidable 
Army approaching the City, with full Power 
and Commiſſion to deſtroy it; and they ſpread 
themſelves around with Fury, like the roaring 
of the Sea. And there was a Trembling upon 
all the Hills, the Rivers, the Trees, and the 
Fields round about; but all the Inhabitants of 
the City continued in a Stupefaction. £ 


When I had beheld and deliberated on theſe 
things, it filled me with ſuch Aſtoniſhment as 
almoſt cauſed my Bowels to turn within me. 
Such was my Diſappointment, and the Horror 
that ſeized me, that I thought I was neither able 
to bear the Sight, nor fly from it, nor ſtand 
my Ground. And I aſked the old Man if I 
might lodge all Night in that Booth, but he 
told me it was not a Place for Lodging, nor 
would any Perſon in his right Mind think it 
ſafe to ſleep ſo near the City; but, if I pleas? d, 
I might come in and reſt myſelf a little. And 
when I entered, I found four young Men very 
carefully peruſing a Map; ſeeming to make 
very particular Remarks, and diligent Obſer- 
yations, and would ſometimes earneſtly enquire 


5 the old Man's Judgment, to inform them of 


the Meaning of ſore Things. Whereupon I 
enquired what Piece i it was that ſo. much attract- 
ed 


L 7 1 


ed their Attention. They told me it was the 


Map of Babylon and Canaan, with all the Roads 
between the two Places. And they having had 
a full Proſpect of the ſame Things which I had 


Ju uſt now beheld, and being determined to leave . 


their native Country, and travel to the latter 
Place, was the Reaſon of their preſent Enqui- 
ries; and the old Man, being a Native of Ca- 

| Naan, and acquainted with both Countries, as 
well as the Roads from one to the other, they 


frequently applied to him for Inſtruction in 
Things difficult. 


Theſe four young Men appeared fo like each 
other in their Apparel, their Speech, ' and Be- 
haviour, as well as ſome of their Features, 
that I verily took them all to have been own 
Brothers, and knew not any thing to the con- 


trary, until I became acquainted with a certain 


Perſon who had ſome Knowledge of the Places 
where they were born, and of the Regiſter- 


Books. He informed me that two of them were 
Sons of the Bond- Woman, but the other two g 


were Sons of the F bee. Wa 


So 1 obſerved them, and they all made Pre- 
paration, with ſeeming vigorous Reſolution, for 
their ſuppoſed Journey. And amongſt other 
| Conſultations with the old Man (their Inſtruc- 

tor) they earneſtly craved his Advice, whether 

| | it 
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it were expedient for each of them to take along 
with him a Female Companion? Which he 


very chearfully encouraged them to do, pro- 


vided they were ſuch as were diſpoſed to go 


the ſame Way, and had their Hearts enga- 


ged to ſeek the ſame Country along with 


them: But otherwiſe he admoniſhed them (by 


all Means) to avoid ſuch Companions as had 
no Knowledge of, or Delight in "re Way they 


deſigned to travel. 


He int out to them many Difficulties in 
the Way, where the Company of Strangers 


| would be of very dangerous Conſequence; told 
them the Need they would find of Strengthen- 

ing and Encouraging in the Way, rather than 
Hindering and Diſcouraging; and reaſoned much 
upon the Evil that would attend (in many Re- 
ſpects) ſuch Companions as took no Delight in 

the Way, and compared it with the Advanta- 
ges they might expect in the Company of ſuch 

as took Pleaſure, and would endeavour to ani- 
mate them therein. He further informed them 


in many Inſtances, what bad Effects Travellers, 
who had formerly gone that Way, had found 


from diſagreeable Companions : And that (to 
prevent the like Inconveniences) the King of 
the Country had made a Law, That none of 
his Subjects ſhould j join with Strangers to be 
| 3 in that Journey ; and therefore 


he 


UU I 
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he earneſtly cautioned them (whatever they did) 
to. be FOO careful in- 10 Modes. 


In to fee what Inge Advicewould 
have upon the Minds of theſe young Men. But! 
obſerved, that (at the firſt) none of them ſeemed 
to reliſh his Counſel; for they had all either 
contracted fome Acquaintance with, or placed 
their Fancy upon "Maids who were Natives of 


Babylon, to whom their Hearts were very in- 


clinable. But the more they appeared engaged 
in their Affections, the more their Inſtructor 


inſiſted on the Dangers and pernicious Conſe- 


quences which were moſt certain to attend their 
having ſuch Companions: And withal told 
them, the King had appointed one to attend 
them in their Journey, whoſe Name was Self- 
Denial; without whoſe Company it would be 

impoſſible ever to reach the Borders of Canaan; 
and that to chuſe a Stranger for a Companion, 
would be ſuch an Inſult to him (at the firſt ſet- 


ting out) as might cauſe Miſunderſtanding all 


the Way. For his Part, he told them, that 5 


to pretend to travel to Canaan, and chooſe a 
Babylonian for a Companion, was ſuch a Con- 
tradiction, that he could not but very much 


doubt the Sincerity of their Hearts. For if it 
was poſſible at all for a ſincere Traveller to 
chooſe ſuch a Companion; (as he would not 


be too bold in his Aſſertions) yet he Was very 


| „ 
certain it could not be, ſo long as they continu» | 
ed in the right Uſe of their Reaſon; and he 
muſt diſcharge his Conſcience | in giving them 
ee 1 Sc. 


1 * he Been of hut Conſultations; - 
and I found the eldeſt Son of the Bond-Woman 
could not be moved by all theſe Arguments; 
but reſolutely choſe one who was an utter 
Stranger to the Paths, nor had any Delight in, 
or Deſire thereto: And when he had cove- 
nanted with her, ſhe proved ſo averſe to going 
along with him, and fo reluctant to his purſu- 


5 ing his intended Journey, that ſhe prevailed 


upon him to deſiſt from his Purpoſe. So he 
ſettled with her in Babylon, and they were both 
there when the City was 3 and periſh- 
ed together | in the Ruins. 


But = younger Brother (Son of the "GY 
Woman) took a little more Regard. to the 
- Counſel given him, and ſeemed more heedful 
in his Choice; and (in a ſight Manner) fought 
to get a Companion that would be willing to 
go along with him. So, at laſt, he met with 
one who appeared- compli able to his Deſire, 
though ſhe had no Knowledge of the Way, 
nor any Deſire to it, only it ſeemed a Matter 

indifferent; and, therefore, as he was inclined 
to undertake the Journey, ſhe would condeſ- 
3 on cend 


Tar 11 
cend t compliment him with her — 
This pleaſed the young Man very well, as he 
thought he ſhould both gratify himſelf in the 
Choice of a Companion, and alſo act conform- 


able to his Directions. But he did not conſi- 


der, that while her Mind was poſſeſſed with 
ſuch Indifferency, her Company muſt needs 
be very unprofitable: However, they joined 
Hands; and ſhe, (as good as her Word) com- 

plimented him with her Company; and they 
ſet out both together, as if they would proceed 
on their Journey. But her indifferent Mind 
ſoon prevailed ſo as to cool his warm Aﬀec- 
tions, and cauſed their Advances to be very 
Now. They would frequently ſit down in the 
Shade, and ſometimes divert themſelves with 
Trifles, and often turn aſide out of the Way; 
which made their Progreſs very ſmall. And 
this Manner of loitering prevailed more and 
more, until, at laſt, they came to a low Val- 
ley, by the Brink of the River Eupbrates, 
where they turned aſide and fell afleep; and 
while they ſlept, there aroſe a Swell in the Ri- 
ver, and the Flood ſwept them both away. 


As for the younger Son of the Free- Woman, 
when he had heard the Admonitions, they made 
ſome deep Impreſſions upon his Mind, and fill'd 
him with ſome awful Apprehenſions. For he 
was convinced of the pernicious Conſequences, 

B 2 which 


——— r 4 Ig 9 . te AE COS EE I 
2 N * 8 — r Pan - ot FOE "s 


— 4 


—ͤͤͤ ͤK—122. ̃⁵—U1— og ORE PK ———. ny om irnSn5 174 = 7017" IR 
= - 
” : : Ex 


Pe * _ 
"os." 


a =_ — . | | 
ot ———— — . 161 
o \ 
% 
45 4 
* 
. 4 - 
pe 
* 
* 
” 


[FE 12 7] 


Which would attend ſuch Conipany, and ap- 
pear'd very ſolicitous to avoid them. But 


(how. it was; I have now forgotten; whether 


before theſe: Conſiderations, he had contracted 
a Correſpondence, and had not Reſalution to 
deny himſelf; or whether afterwards, by Pal- 


liance, and giving Latitude to his Fancy, he 


forgot hitaſcif) ſome Way or other, he prov'd 
o be entangled with a Daughter of the Chal- 


dees; which, betwixt the Inſtructions he had 
'ireceiv'd; and his own unguarded Affections, 
caus d ſome Strugglings in his Mind. For tho 


the Perſan was of a complaiſant Diſpoſition; and 


did not ſeem at all reluctant to the Things he 


had in View, yet he plainly percery'd,' ſhe had 


Ho real [Taſte to them; and that her innate 
Diſpoſition was more to Babylon than Canaan. 


She had never been convinced of the Miſery 


and Ruin approaching her native Country $ 
nor had ſhe ever; been acquainted. with the 
Pleaſures and Delights of that Land which he 
was ſeeking after; nor had ſhe any Deſire to 
the Way, But his ſtrong. Inclination ſtimula- 
ted him to reaſon upon every thing in the 
moſt advantageous and promiſing Light, and 
to put the moſt favourable Conſtruction upon 
every Circumſtance, as thus; That her Com- 
60 plaiſance was ſuch, that ſhe would not. be 
* any Hinderance, or Moleſtation to him. 
65 * by his — he. might engage 
her 


- 
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6 her Mind to Fi which ſhe had! nb Inc 


« tion to at preſent. That thoſe Engage- 


ments, which he ſhould enter into with her, 


* were of another Nature, and might be per- 


$ formed without interfering immediately with 
tlie Concerns. of his: Journey. That it was 
very hard to be prohibited from the Enjoy- 
* ment of one who (in all other Reſpects) oy 
« peared ſo deſirable; and that, probably, he 


might never find a Companion compleat i in 5 


every Point, Sc.“ In ſhort, the young 
Man perſiſted in theſe Kinds of Reaſoning, un- 


til he had almoſt ſtupified his Senſes; buriſtilk 
could not free himſelf from convincing and 
dreadful Apprehenſions of the Evil of taking 


ſo indirect a Step; and the Inconveniencies 


which were certain to attend it; until, at 
length, a reſolute Paſſion prevailed, ſo far that 
his Eyes were darkened, that he ſcarce per- 


ceived the Day from the Night. And during 
this Obſtruction. of his Senſes, he went, one 
a Evening, after both Sun and Moon were gone 


down, and joined Hands with this Babylonian. | 


But when the Sun aroſe in the Morning, and 


he was a little come to. himſelf, he then be- 


came ſenſible of the Raſhneſs of his Adven- 
ture; but it was too late to recal it. He was 
now aware into what Snares he brought him- 
ſelf; into what Difficulties he Was involved; 


: ang what Incommocitige muſt attend his Jour- 
1 | | | ney; ; 
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neys i en e ad ee left, but to | 
make the beſt he could of the Matter; and to 


| - grapple with it, as well eren REN God 
[| n him. 


9 i 80 e anxious Thoughts and bitter 
5 ReficRtions, he endeavoured to ſmother his 
Grief as well as he could, and betook himſelf 
to his Journey; exerting his utmoſt Skill and 
Power to take his Companion along with him. 
1 But alas, when he attempted to lead her into 
the Way, he found ſhe had no Feet; ſhe could 
| - Not move a Step further than he carried her; 
f and a heavy Burthen ſhe proved. So I ob- 
ſerved ſome of his Travel; and when he had 
113 met with Dangers, Diſtreſſes, or Diſappoint- 
= ments,” he would begin to expreſs his Grief, 
andi to unboſom his Mind to his Companion; 
but ſhe had no Ears, no Underſtanding, nor | 
Heart to ſymphathize with him; nor was ſhe 
; | capable of being made to know the Nature of 
3 his Complaints. If he was beſet with Rob- 
bers, wild Beaſts, Serpents, or any Annoy- 
ance, he would ſometimes make. his Complaint 
to her; but ſhe could neither aſſiſt, nor com- 
1 fort him. If he wanted Direction in any Part 
of his Way, ſhe could not give him any Coun- 
ſel. If he was ſick or. wounded, and wanted 
Cordials, or Oils to his Wounds, ſhe had no 
Rags to adminiſter any Relief. And as ſne 
| never 
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„ 
never, was capable of yielding him any Sue - 
cour, or Comfort in his Sufferings, neither 


was ſhe ever capable of partaking of any of his 


Enjoyments. If he met with any Gardens of 
Spices, or refreſhing Springs by the Way, he 
would offer her to eat, or drink with him; 


but ſhe had no Taſte. If he found ſweet 


Flowers, he would pluck, and give them to 
her; but ſhe had no Smell, nor could have 


any Delight in them. If he had any delight- 


ful Proſpects by the Way, he would endea- 
vour to ſhew them to his Companion; but ſhe 


had no Eyes. If he met with any Fellow- 


Travellers by the Way, he would invite her 
to enjoy their Company; but ſhe was never 


 fociable with himſelf, or any other Perſon, who 


ſpoke the Language of Canaan: For it was a 
Language which ſhe could not learn. Thus, 
whatever Grief befel him, or whatever Enjoy- 
ments he was favoured with in his Journey, 
he never found any Sympathy, or Congratu- 
lation from her; nor was ſhe of the leaſt Uſe 
to him all the Way; nor were her Affections 


ever moved, any otherwiſe, than ſometimes to 


_ deſpiſe, and ſometimes to ſhew a Diſguſt, or 
1 of Mind. | 


But as ſhe had no Life, Capacity: Senſe, 
nor Activity in the choſen Path; ſhe had fo 
much the more Vivacity in Things pertaining 
=, W's - | . to 
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to her own Element. So that when ſhe could 


draw him aſide out of the Way, ſhe would diſ- 


cover ſuch a Sprightlineſs in all her Senſes; be 


d pleaſant and diverting, and all Parts of her 


Converſation ſo engaging, that it often pre · 
vailed upon him to turn aſide with her, and 


proved a very great Hinderance to him in his 


Journey. For though it was not in his Power 
to find any thing in his Way that would divert 
or influence her Mind; yet ſhe frequently 
found out ſomething in her own Path which 
did divert and inſenſibly draw away his Heart, 
by Which he was many Times entangled and | 


| laden with thick CRF.) "WIE! Pet 7008 


Another Thing I eve a thr he bad | 
begun his Journey, the King of Iſrael (whoſe 


Subject he was) ſent him ſome young Lambs 
to feed, with a tri Charge to teach them di- 


ligently in the Way, and bring them up in 


his Nurture and Admonition. But the Per- 


formance of this Command was rendered im- 


prafticable ; for as he inſtructed them to go 


right, ſhe induced them to wander; as he en- 
deavoured to gather them, ſhe ſcattered them; 
and as he fed them with wholeſome Food, - ſhe 
would ſurfeit them with poiſonous Herbs. So, 


which Way the King diſpoſed of them after- 


wards, I never knew; but __ never e 


* under his Care. n . 
as = , Thus 


Thus her Company never yielded him the 
leaſt Benefit or Aſſiſtance through his whole 
Journey, but was an Allay to all his Joys, and 

an Aggravation to all his Sorrows. And it fre- 
quently cauſed him very much Regret of Mind, 
to think of his own unadviſed Engagement; 

and of the much Neglect in Duty, Wandering, 
and loſt Time, which it had been the Occafion 
of to him, as well as to obſerve the wretched 
Stupefaction of her Mind, which was incapa- 
ble of ſharing in any of his bleſſed Enjoyments, 

or of being affected with any of his Calamities; 
inſomuch, as it turned his pleaſant Journey in- 
to a weariſome Travel, throu gh. a Jonelome 


Willows, 
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But at laſt —_ many dull Hours, Fa- 
Ages and tireſome Steps) he arrived near the 
Borders of the Land, upon the Bank of the 
River Jordan; where (in the midſt of the 
Stream) he beheld a Man in a rich prieſtly 
Veſture, ſtanding to ſtop the Torrent till he 
was paſſed over, which made him approach 
the River, exceedingly tranſported with Joy. 
Yet (even here) he could not refrain from 
ſighing; when he found it was not poſſible 
for his' Companion to. go with him one Step 
- Farther. But the Glory of his Prince now in 
| View, and the Joy of * the promi- 
71017 C ſed 
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ed Land; ſoon revived his Spirits, and ade 

him, with Readineſs, leave her, to paſs the 

River.. Here his Burthens dropped off, and 

all his Clogs were left behind; he went on 

with freſh Vigour and Chearfulneſs in his 
Countenance, as if all Things were forgotten, | 

but the Joy that was before him. But as he 


0 was taking ſome of his laſt Steps, juſt ready to 
13 ſet his Feet on Canaan's Shore, he looked be- 
1 hind him, and ſaw her ſitting upon the Sand, 
and beheld the River returning with ſuch an 
[| Overflow, as carried her along che 58 Wenn 
into Dead Sea. 


* for the . weaker (Son of the Ms: 
Woman) when he had heard the Inſtructions 
| -and Admonitions, it wrought ſome ſerious Re- 
flections in his Mind, and made him very de- 
liberate. Notwithſtanding he was a Perſon of 
F «| a bright Genius, great Vivacity, and a fine 
Taſte; he determined to deny himſelf; ſo as 
when he ſaw the Beauty and graceful Mien, 
and heard the courteous Converſation of the 


* 
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li 

1 Babyloniſh Maids, he would withdraw from 

1 | them, and turn away his Eyes, leſt his Heart 

it B : ſhould be enſnar'd.. However, it ſometimes fell 

; | in his Way, to have Converſation with ſome 

1 who appeared ve e and engagin 
ll ppe ry agreeabl gaging, 
. and might have ſome * on his Affec- 

{1-48 1321 - tions; 

| 3 4 | 1 

be 
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tions; eſpecially one, whoſe Perſon, Birth, 
Circumſtances, Virtues, and Accompliſhments, 
rendered her extremely agreeable, and made 
her appear very promiſing to make a valuable 
Companion; inſomuch, that many of his Ac- 
quaintance greatly encouraged him to purſue 
that Opportunity, and not negle& ſo valuable 
a Prize. This made him a little ſtagger (for 
indeed ſhe wanted no Accompliſhment but the 
Language of Canaan to make her juſt ſuch an 
one as his Heart could with) and cauſed him 
to reaſon in his own Mind, with ſuch Interro- 
gations and Replies, as theſe; 


' 9. Can I expect to find an Object more de- 
ſirable, or one more likely to be a happy Com- 
e and a Eee 4 


* She may prove PI to a Perſon who can 
be conformable to ſtay with her in Babylon; 
but as I am bound to another Country, I 
might find Bitterneſs in that which would ap- 
pear Happineſs to another Perſon. . 


Q; But have I not Reaſon to hope, that a 
Perſon of her refined Qualities, may be indued 
with ſuch Bleſſings as to make her a ſuitable 
Companion for me in my Journey? ; 


C 2 „ 


4 


Ro - 

14 A Perſon may be accompliſhed with all 
the Refinements, Improvements, and Excel- 
lencies of Babylon, ſo as to appear ſuperior to 
many of the Citizens; but if theſe be only the 
Accommodations of their own Country, they 
can only make a gradual Difference between 
them and the moſt abject Peaſants; whereas 
there is neceſſarily a ſpecifical Difference be- 
tween a Repos and an nn of 55 


2 But is it not very 1 to lack up- 
on ſuch a becoming worthy Perſon, as no bet» 
ter than a meer Pe: | | 


2 asg as FRY Difference is ſo great, 
that a Babylonian cannot become a Subject of 
the King of Ifrael, unleſs he be formed anew; 
we cannot eſteem them any other, ſo long as 

- there does not appear the ſpecifical Features of 
the ſelect Nation; neither che Idiom of their 
Language, the Mien of their Behaviour, nor 
yet an earneſt Enquiry after the deſired Land, 
For we are not to form our Conceptions of them 
different to the maine ed lp * 
King's 8 Seriben. | 1 


2 Isitnot eee hard that 9 — 
myſelf an Object ſo agreeable? | 


A. The 
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A. The King of Glory denies nothing that 
is good; therefore, if it were really good, it 
would not be denied me; he only denies us 

thoſe Things which he knows would be evil, 
and it is a real Kindneſs to us to be denied 
them. But ſuppoſe I thought it a real Good; 
it is hard that he ſhould deny me one Favour, 


who has given himſelf to me, with all — 
in n 1 1 | 


'2 What if I never find one ſo agreeable, 
ms travels the happy Road? 


A. H I had the Object now before me it 
muſt entirely depend on the Bleſſing of God, 
whether I ſhould have any Enjoyment or not; 
and have I not more Reaſon to expect a Bleſ- 
ſing in the right Way, than in the wrong? 
Beſide, as. no good Thing is with-held, nor 
any Thing denied, but becauſe it is Evil; 
whatever God is pleaſed to beſtow in his own 
Way muſt be moſt agreeable, 

9, May not the valuable Qualifications, at- 
tending this Perſon, be ſo bleſſed, as to be a 
Means to make me happy and uſeful in the 
Way, though he walk not a it herſelf? 


A. Have 


. ] 
4. Have 1 any Reaſon to expect whine 
happy by any Perſon who is an utter Stranger 
to thoſe Things wherein my Happineſs con- 
fiſts? Or can I expect to find Uſefulneſs in the 
Way from that which. cannot be enjoyed or 
obtained without going out of the Way ? Be- 
| fides, whatever Qualifications ſhe is endued 
with, or however valuable Accommodations 
ſhe is poſſeſſed of, it never will be her Inclina- 
tion to employ thoſe Excellencies to aſſiſt 
others in a Way which ſhe herſelf hath no De- 
Hght in. 6 ; 


15 O. But Teeing her Diſpoſition is ſo agreeably 
complaiſant, and her Mind fo well qualified 
with natural Virtues, and decorated with ſo 
many acquir'd Ornaments, is there any Rea- 
fon to doubt, but that a Perſon thus prepared 
will have a Taſte for learning and embracing 
the beſt Things? And may I not, therefore, 
expect to be an Inſtrument to engage her N 
to walk the bleſſed Way? 


| f A. All the Afrotciplitienaies that a Perfon 
can poſſibly receive from Babylon, can never 
prepare, qualify, nor diſpoſe them for travel- 
ling to Canaan; nor will it, by any Means, 
induce or incline any Perſon to receive the real 
Knowledge or Love of that e There- 


fore 


| 23 1 
fore thoſe who are not powerfully called by the 
King's Commandment, and inwardly attracted 
by a vital Influence, can never be engaged by 
any other Motive or Perſuaſion whatſoever. 
For there is nothing in the Nature of a Bay. 
lonian (without the Inchoation of new Princi- 
ples) that is capable of Attraction. But the 
more excellent her Accompliſhments are, the 
more ſtrongly her Mind will be cemented to 
that Climate from which ſhe received them. 
And on the other Hand, as I formerly was a 
Babylonian, (tho now bleſſed with new Princi- 
ples) the old Tincture ſtill remains in my Na- 
ture, which (like ſo much Tinder) is ready to 
kindle with every Spark of Babyloniſh Fire. 
Wherefore the greater Excellencies ſhe is em- 
belliſhed with, the greater Influence it will 
have to draw me aſide into her Paths, and fo 
put me in perpetual Danger. For of this, I 
am infallibly nn 1 5 — will draw OE: 
one's nd 100 


| When he had thus cutie with himſelf, FY 
made a full Pauſe; and appeared in a ſtrong 
Agitation of Mind, and a Paleneſs aroſe in his 
face. And J heard him figh, and fay to him- 
ſelf, ͥ „Whither has my Mind been roving!“ 
and trembling, he lifted up his Eyes to Hea- 
yen, and ene cried, © O God of all Grace, 
2 5 « deli- 


=... 1 
= * deliver me from Temptation!” And from 
| that Time, he never would regard any of the 

| Damſels of the City; but ſaid, he would wait 
U till he ſhould find a true Companion, and ul 
( RS SG ans; biel 54 4, 


had eſcaped the Snare, and carrying along with 
him this Motto, The Lord is my Portion;” 


enjoying great Satisfaction in his own Mind; 


| 
| 
80 he went on his Way rejoicing in he 
1 
| 
| fying to himſelf; If my King ſees it good 


j for me to walk alone, I know he will bleſs 
l that State unto me; but if it be for my good 
to enjoy a Companion, I know his Goodneſs 
| will provide one for me, without w_ going 
e eee RTE 111 

} 

[ But as he was thus going on . Way, he 
| obſerved a young Virgin who was: walking the 
ö ſame Road, and he begun to deſire to be fa- 
f voured with her Company, but thought it ad- 
N | viſeable to be very deliberate, becauſe many 
| | ſeem to walk the ſame Road, who only” go 
Part of the Way, and then turn off into ſome 
| other Path. Therefore he diligently obſerved, 
: whether ſhe' cloſely attended to the right Way. 
j So he perceived her to take ſomething out of 
=. her Boſom, and diligently peruſe it for awhile, 
+ fr III and pur- 

- __ we 


„ 
ſue the ftrait Path; whereupon he. went up 
to her, and enquired where ſhe was bound. 
She told him ſhe was ſetting her Face towards 
Zion. He aſked her; what it was ſhe had been 
peruſing? And ſhe ſhewed him, that it was the 
Map of the Road which ſhe took along with, 
her for her Guide, He then began to enquire 
further, who ſhe was, and whence ſhe came? 
She told him, ſhe was by Birth a Chaldean; by 
Education, and Converſation, a Babylonian z 
but the King of 1/-ae! had ſent for her, to go 
forth to ſeek a better Country. He alſo aſk- 
ed, what Expectations, or Encouragement ſhe 
had in taking ſuch a Journey ? She told him, 
ſhe had the King's Word, to make her an In-. 
habitant in his royal Palace, when ſhe arrived 
at the upper Bethel; and to grant her ſufficient 
| Defence, and Suſtenance, all the Way thither. 
He aſked, af ſhe could be fully fatisfied in the 
King's Veracity ? She told him, the Frauds 
and Jealouſies of Babylon, had made ſuch Im- 
preſſions upon her Mind, that ſhe had found it 
very difficult to believe him that could not lie; 
but his Majeſty had condeſcended to give her 
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cee ſtrongeſt Demonſtrations of his Fidelity; 4 
ſo that now ſhe was convinced, ſhe had ne q 

| Reaſon to doubt his Goodneſs, for he had con- = 
firmed his Promiſe with an Oath, and had giv- . 
en her to ſee, that in his own Records it was 1 


D | ſealed 
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the royal Palace. And when he had lifted up 
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| Fealed with Blood, and the Counter-Part he had 


written upon her Breaſt, and ſealed. it in Cha- 
racters of Life; and hitherto, ſhe had found 


his Word verified to her, in ſtrongly defend- 


ing, and abundantly ſupplying her; fo that 


ſhe could ſet to her Seal that it was true. Then 


ſhe alſo aſked him divers Queſtions, relating to 
nis Travels and Enjoyments, and he likewiſe 


_ anſwered her in a free and ſatisfactory Man- 


ner; ſo that their Aﬀections began to grow - 


warm towards one another. It was a very - 


comfortable Interview, and their Minds were 

e by each other's Converſation. | 
And they 3 ſo end one to ano- 

ther, that he began to think they might be 


pleaſant and profitable Companions all the 
Way. But firſt he retired for a-while, to deli- 
berate on the Converſation that had paſſed al- 


ready, when the more he thought of her Dili- 


gence in the Purſuit of her Journey, and her 
fixed Satisfaction concerning the End of it; 
her Underſtanding in thoſe Things, laid down 


in the guiding her Experience in the Way, and 


the Delight ſhe appeared to take in meditating 
on, and converſing about the Joys of the City 


of Habitation, Sc. the more he was ſatisfied 
that ſne was a Prince's Daughter, travelling to 


his 


t 27 1 
1 Eyes to Heaven, and earneſtly beſought the 
Moſt High God for Direction, and a Bleſſing 
upon further Converſation, he came again into 
her Company. And after ſome further Diſ- 
courſe, he aſked the Reaſon of her walking on 


her Journey alone ? She told him ſhe Rand | 


but few travelling the ſame Road, and ſhe did 
not think it expedient to turn aſide, 1 or neglect 
her Way, for any Company in the World. If 
ſhe met with Company, ſuch as delighted in 
the Ways of Wiſdom, ſhe took Pleaſure there- 
in; for by ſuch Company her Heart was re- 
freſhed, and ſhe thought herſelf ſtrengthened 
in her Journey thereby; but, otherwiſe, ſhe 
choſe rather to be alone, at Leiſure to divert 
herſelf in examining her Map, viewing the 
Springs by the Way, with the Fruit-Trees and 
Feet Flowers, hearing the Singing of Birds, 
and meditating on the Glories of her Prince, 
and the Joys ſhe ſhould have in his Preſence, 


Sc. ſo that as Company was pleaſant when 
ſhe could enjoy it, the Delights in the Way 


ſupplied the Want of Company when alone. 
And upon the Whole, ſhe neither was anxious 
to have Company, nor had any Averſion againſt 
it; her Deſire being to enjoy that only which 


might be moſt conducive to forward her i in the 


right Way. : 


D 2 | Then 
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Then he propoſed, that ſince they had d 
each other's Converſation comfortable and uſe- 
ful, it was his Opinion, it might be for their 
mutual Advantage to join together, and en- 
gage to keep Company all the Way. She 
told him it was not for Perſons of their Pro- 
feſſion to do any Thing raſhly; ſhe would de - 
liberate on it. So ſhe retired and proſtrated 
herſelf before the King her Father, telling him 
the Matter, imploring Wiſdom to direct, de- 
_ claring herſelf willing to enjoy, or be denied 
of any Thing, ſo it were according to his Will, 
and might be for his Honour. He told her 
| ſhe had already been informed, and well knew, 
what manner of Perſons they muſt be, with 
whom it would be expedient for Kings 
"Daughters to keep Company; therefore, if ſhe 
found the Perſon to be one of the Blood-Royal, 
and indued with princely Qualities, ſhe was at 
| her full Liberty; and moreover, by him, it 
| ſhould be eſteemed Honourable. So when theſe 
two Lovers met again, and had deliberately 
conſulted, between themſelves, all ſuch Things 
as they conceived neceſſary relating to ſuch an 
Engagement, and had duly conſidered the 
King's Statutes thereupon, and jointly petitioned 
his Majcſty's Preſence with them, and his Bleſ- 
ſing on their Undertaking; they joined Hands 
with great Satisfaction and Serenity of Mind, 
rejoicing | 


0 
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rejocing to ſee themſelves preſerved from ſo 


many Snares, and thus happily joined en 


by a Divine Hand. 


I then e theſe two happy Compa- 
nions, purſuing their Journey; and here I ſaw 
verified an ancient Counſel (a Help- meet.) 
For they were ſincere Friends, pleaſant Com- 


panions, faithful Partners, and uſeful Aſſiſt- 
ants, to each other, If they met with Diffi- 
culties by the Way, they would take each other 
by the Hand to ſupport them. In Dangers they 
would coupſel, and ſtand by one another. In 
Sorrows, they would ſympathize, and com- 
fort one another. If beſet with Enemies, one 
would watch while the other ſlept. If one were 


ſick, the other would comfort with Cordials. 


If one were indiſpoſed in Mind, the other would 


divert with ſome ſweet Song, or Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the pleaſant Land. If one were at a 
Loſs, concerning any Part of the Way, the 


other would aſſiſt in ſearching and explaining 
the Directions. If one were ready to turn aſide, 


the other would caution and admoniſſi of the 


Danger. If one were employed in any Service, 
the other would be ready to aſſiſt therein. If 
one found a refreſhing Spring by the Way, 
would call the other to come and drink. If 


one found any refreſhing Fruit, ſweet. Spices, 


or delightful Flowers, would * and bring 
to 
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to the other. If one heard any joyful Tidings, | 
would come rejoicing, and tell the other. If 


one had any pleaſant Proſpects of the King- 
dom, would endeavour to ſhew them to the 
ether. If one was favoured with an Audience 


_ of the King, would alſo remember and inter- 


cede for che other. And if one was bleſſed | 
with any ſpecial Favours, the other would con- 
n and rejoice on the me Se. 


Then 1 was . 2 two are better 


than one; and yet it is manifeſt, that they 
were no more Twain; for I know not whether 


do call them, two Souls dwelling in one Body, 


or one Soul inhabiting two Bodies; but it ap- 
peared yy conſpicuous, that two were be- 


Sol at obſerving this united Pair ad- 


vancing in their Way, for they greatly contri- 


buted to help each other forward; many Diffi- 
culties they ſurmounted, and many rich Bleſ- 


| ings: they enjoyed, as they travelled in the 


Way. At laſt they arrived at a pleaſant Hill, 
in View of the Land of Promiſe ; full of De- 
lights, refreſhing Fruits, pure Streams, and 
deſirable Entertainments. Here they ſat down 
and reſted in a delightful Arbour, bleſſing 


God, and congratulating one another in Con- 
ſideration of their Enjoyments. Then they 


a | went 
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went and refreſhed themſelves among the Fruits 
and Fountains, and afterwards they aſcended 
to a Tower, where was a large Proſpective 
Glaſs, from whence they looked back upon 
Babylon, and ſaw it all in Flames, and the 
Country turned to burning Pitch. They chen 
gave Praiſe and Glory to God, for their won- ll 
derful Neliverance, as well as for all the Deli- Mu 
verances they had in the Way. - Then they | 
took a Proſpect of the Land before them, and ll 
ſaw Feruſalem, the royal Palace, the goodly "if 
Mountain of Lebanon, the Cluſters of Efbcol, 1 
and all the Rivers flowing with Milk, and the 
Hills dropping down ſweet Wine. Then they 
looked below to the great Streams of For- ; : 
dan, and beheld the High Prieſt .in his h 
ſhining Robes, waiting to carry them over. 
They alſo heard the Inhabitants on the other | 
Side triumphing, ſinging, and ſhouting for Joy. 
Then they alſo, with Emulation, lifted up 
their Voices in Songs of Praiſe, and Tranſports 
of Joy, to him that is, and that was, and that 
is to come; which raiſed my Mind to ſuch an 


Extaſy, that I awoke, and behold. it was a 
Dream. 
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But the Thing was certain---and the Inter- 
pretation thereof was ſure. 
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APPENDIX 


By __ Avruon. 


* 


HE preceding Eſſay, upon the Effects 
of a well or ill-guided Choice, in the 
Affair of Marriage, was firſt written and ſent 
to a young Man, in a private Letter of Advice, 
which I choſe to put in the Form of 4 Dream; 


— 


” repreſenting the Caſe under a Variety of Fi- 


gures, in order to convey a juſt Idea of the 
Advantages and Diſadvantages which naturally | 
enſue. But many Copies being diſperſed a- 
mong my Acquaintance, -and others, and be- 


ing importuned to publiſh it, I conſented, af- 


ter a n of Tears, to commit it to the 
Preſs, 


Since which Time, divers Perſons, who 
knew nothing of the Author, have taken upon 
them to reprint it, And by the Liberties they 
have uſed, it is rendered more contemptible 


. than it appeared in the looſe Imaginations of 


the Dreamer. One of theſe Editors was ſo 


. 
kind as to correct ſome of the Strokes, by 
which Alteration (however ſmall it may be 
thought) it was diveſted of its genuine Fea- 
tures. Another was ſo officious as to interpret 
the Dream; but ſome of his Ideas are ſuch as 
never entered the Dreamer's Fancy; and ſome 
of his Notes (being Attempts to explain: Things 
which naturally explain themſelves) are only 
fit to affront the Reader's Capacity. | 


Parables and Similitudes are intended as a 


Mbet to the Mind of the Reader, to ſtimulate 
his attentive Enquiry into the deſigned Reali- 


ty: And for theſe to be immediately explain- 
ed, before they can be deliberately read, makes 
them flat and dry, and prevents the Uſe of the 
allegorical Figure; --- for which Reaſon, when 


I wrote that Piece, intitled, I Mathematical 


Queſtion, I did not chuſe to incumber the Pages 
with explanatory Notes: Yet, that the mean- 
eſt Capacity might not be totally at a Loſs, © 
and ſo deprived of the deſigned Inſtruction, I 
gave a ſhort (but ſufficient) Explication in the 
Introduction to the Anſwer.---But as for theſe 
Pages upon Marriage, my firſt Deſign was, to 
make the Similitude fo plain and eaſy, that it 
would naturally open itfelf to every attentive 


Reader, without any further Interpretation. 


Therefore, I ſhall only add a few Thoughts 
by Way of Supplement, that they who do nor 
81 3 | _un- 
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underſtand the Reveries of my Steep; may 
have a full View of my deliberate Sentiments. 
when awake. For, unto the fame Perſons, 
from che ſame Motives, and with the ſame 
Deſigns that I firſt told the foregoing Dream 
fourteen TO ago, L now write the OTIS 
Ine In 


1 


"To al choſe d tas whos our Loi Jeſus Chriſt 
in Sincerity, who. being in a ſingle State, but 
_ for- ſufficient Reaſons, judge it expedient. to 
embrace the State of Marriage, or to any In- 
dividual of them, to whom my Counſel may 
be acceptable, whether Male or Female, for 
they are all one in Chriſt; Love to your 
Souls, fervent Concern for your ſpiritual Com · 
fort, and earneſt Deſire that God may be glo- 
rified in your Lives, are the Motives that ex- 
cite this Addreſs to you; in which my Deſign 
ſimply is, to admoniſſi you to beware of being 
entangled with ſuch Companions in the con- 
Jugal Relation, as certainly will be heavy 
Clogs, pricking Thorns; and troubleſome 
Briars, to retard and ee OG 1 
. _ _ PI YE 


IG how! art "8 of God enger 10 ee 
Preſence, and the Light of his Countenance, is 
thy ſuperlative Joy, thy ultimate Delight. If thou 
art a 2 in Jeſus, to bear his Image, in 
— Righ- 
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Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, is the inſlexi- 


ble, and inceſſant Deſire of thy Soul; if thou 


art bleſſed with the Indwelling of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Glory. of thy heavenly Father is 
the tendereſt Point that can touch thy Heart, 
and the moſt powerful Spring that moves the 
whole Series of thy Life. And whatever 
Temptations may aſſail thee, whatever carnal 


5 _ -Inclinations may war in thy Members, or what- 


ever tranſient Declenſions from the Power of 
Godlineſs may wound: thy Soul, it will for 


ever be impoſſible for all the Powers of Hell 


ſo far to prevail over thee, but that theſe ſpi- 
ritual Diſpoſitions will perpetually continue to 


be fixed, habitual, reigning. Principles in thy 


Mind. If this is not the Caſe, thou art yet in 
thy Sins; for where God reſides, there is Ho- 
lineſs of Truth; and wherever he makes his 


Fabitation, he takes up his Reſt for ever. --- 
Therefore, pleaſe to remember, that the Mar- 


riage Contract is the ſtrongeſt Obligation, the 
cloſeſt Union, and for the longeſt Period, that 
Nature is capable of. And if thou ſhouldft 


cChuſe a Boſom Companion who is a Stranger 
to thy God, will it not have a natural and un- 


avoidable. Tendency to interrupt thy Commu- 


nion with the Lord of Life, to infect thy Mind 


with a carnal Diſpoſition, and be a perpetual 
Remora to thy lively and diligent Purſuit of 
thoſe Things whereby God might be glorified? 

| ">= I And 
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And if thou art caught in a Snare, through 
thine own Imprudence, to make ſuch a raſh 
Adventure, may it not cauſe thee to go ſoftly 
all thy Years: in the Bitterneſs of thy Soul? 
What Concord hath Chrift with Belial? What 
Far. bath he ens believeth with an eu N 


1 a Soldier, after 8 Allegiance to bib 
Majeſty, and accepting a Poſt in the Army, 
ſhould contract the moſt intimate Friendſhip, 
enter into the cloſeſt Engagements, and unite 
all the Intereſt he has in the World, with a 
Partiſan in the Enemy's Camp, what would 
the Prince think of ſuch a Man? Would he 
not be deemed an Impoſtor ? --- And are not 
all Believers the Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt? And 
all Unbelievers the Servants of Sin! 
Now, for a Man to profeſs himſelf a Servant 
of the Lord, devoted to Chriſt Jeſus, to fol- 
low the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, and yet 
to enter into ſuch a ſolemn Engagement, with 
one whoſe Heart is Enmity againſt God; is it 
not a glaring Contradiction? Is it poſſible to 
avoid a Suſpicion of that Man being an Hy- 

- pocrite in Heart? Does not ſuch a Step 
plainly diſcover, either profound Ignorance, 
to imagine that a Believer and an Unbeliever 
can poſſibly be comfortable Companions, or 
Inſenſibility to the Comfort of his own Soul, 

_ the Glory of God? Or elſe, _that he is 
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weary of his own Profeſſion, and thinks he 
ſhall have a handſome Excuſe to abandon ; Þ 


when he ſhall have this to ſay, I have married 
a Wi Ye, W 2 T cannol ae 


Bur know, my 40 F PTY that in thy 


Marriage Choice, it is not ſufficient for thee 
to ſhun only thoſe Perſons who are openly pro- 


phane; for many ſober ſerious Perſons are ſe- 


riouſly at Enmity againſt the Truth, as it 1s 


in Jeſus. Nor yet, to avoid thoſe of a diffe- 


rent Seq, or Denomination; for thou mayſt 
marry one of the ſame Denomination with thy- 
{elf (of whatever Se& thou art) and till find 


thyſelf as deſtitute of a ſpiritual Companion; 
as if thou hadſt married a Worſhipper of Dia- 
na. But thou art to conſider the Greatneſs 


of the Enterprize, the Importance of the Un- 
dertaking, with the Conſequences which may 
attend 1t. And remember, that God made the 


Woman to be an Help-meet, and ſuch ſhe cer- 


tainly is, if wiſely choſen; but it is impoſſible 
for a Child of Light to enjoy that Bleſſing in 


a Child of Darkneſs. Therefore, look for 


one that knows and believes in Chriſt, loves 
and fears God, whom God hath called out of 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light; theſe 
ought to be the firſt Accompliſhments in thy 
Eye. --- I do not fay, that thou canſt ſearch 
the Heart, fo as to be an infallible Judge, who 


is, 
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28, or r ho i is not, Born of God. But ſo far as 
the Tree is known by its Fruit, it is thy indiſ- 
penlible Duty to make the moſt deliberate Ob- 
ſervation; to have a ſpecial Regard to the Per- 
_ Jon's Profeſſion and Practice, as well as to what 
Knowledge, Faith, Love, Humility, Sc. is 
manifeſt. And let no Inducements, as the 
Gratification of thy-own Fancy, obliging thy 
Friends, accommodating thyſelf in the World, 
Sc. influence thy Mind to palliate a Circum- 
' Kance which thou wilt certainly find to be of 
the utmoſt Conſequence to thy Comfort, or 
_ Diſcomfort, of any Thing that can attend the 
matrimonial Relation. --- But, perhaps, thou 
wilt think me too ſanguine in my Admonitions, 
and too feyere in my Reſtrictions. I ſhall, 
therefore, addreſs thee upon a more ſolid and 
authoritative * the Word of God. 5 


That cl Deluge of Citation, Wick- 
ab ad Violence, which brought down the 
Wrath of God in a univerſal Deluge of Water, 
was firſt introduced through mixed Marriages, 
between thoſe that profeſſed to fear God, and 
thoſe that feared him not. be Sons of God 
few'the Daughters of Men, that they <were fair; 
and they took them Wives of all which they 
eboſe. --- Many Conjectures, and ſome, not a 
little extravagant,” have been formed concern- 


{ 39 ] 
ing theſe Sons of God, and the Production of 
their Marriages with the Daughters of Adams. 
But they that read the Hiſtory with Simplicity 
and Attention, may eaſily gather the Truth of — 
the Relation. In the ſacred Language, the | 
Worſhippers of the true God are diſtinguiſhed 
from the reft of the World by this Character, | 
Sons of God, as we find in the Book of Job, 9 
and frequently in the New Teſtament. And 1 
God has made a ſpecial Promiſe, that they i 
ſhall be called by his Name, Hof. i. 10. But | 
here it may be. neceſſary to note, that the 5th 
Chapter of Genes, being a Genealogy of the 
antediluvian Patriarchs, and inſerted in this 
Place, ſtands as a Parentheſis, and does not 
break the Chain in which the 4th and 6th 
Chapters ſtand inſeparably connected, as an 
intire Hiſtory; where the former ends, the lat- ll 
ter begins. --- In the Cloſe of the 4th Chapter, l 
we have this Note, Then began Men ta call | 
upon the Name of the Lord; not that the Name _ 
| of the Lord had never been called upon before, 
for Abel, righteouſly, and Cain, hypocritically. 
lad both called on his Name. But now, aas 
1 the World began to increaſe, and Prophane- 
neſs to abound, it is probable, that this was 


— — — — 
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5 he Time, when they that feared God, firltbe- 
a gan to ſeparate themſelves from the World; | 
© and e e to the 8 N beſtowed upon 
g | Me . 
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| them) t to worſhip God in ſocial Commiunities, 
bearing an open Teſtimony . againſt the Pro- 
phane; and hence obtained that Character, 
the Sons of God. But the Beginning of the 


6th Chapter informs us, how the Defection 
came on, and Apoſtacy took Place: Then, 
from that ſtrict Separation, they, or their De- 


ſcendants and Proſelytes, in Proceſs of Time, 


began to decline, and came into a more ſocia- 


ble and faſhionable Intimacy with their Neigh- 
bours; entertaining more favourable Opinions 


of their Prophaneneſs; not looking. upon the 
Love, Fear, and Worſhip of God, as Matters of 
ſuch Conſequence, as to be a Wall of Partition; 
and fo laid aſide their former Auſterity and Re- 
fervedneſs (with which, no Doubt, their polite 
Neighbours had often upbraided them) until 
theEnmity between the Seed of the Serpent, and 


the Seed of the Woman, no longer appeared to 


ſubſiſt. This modiſh Charity (always the Bane 

of true Godlineſs) thus prevailing, and the 
Friendſhip of the World being more in Eſteem 
than the Glory of God; by the Intermarriages 


which enſued, they came all to one Level, and 


the Fear of God vaniſhed out of the Earth. 


But ſome Perſons conjecture, that there muſt 
be ſomething elſe in the Caſe, becauſe it is ſaid, 
there were Giants in the Earth in thoſe Days; 
but whether they were gigantick in Stature, or 

in 
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in * and Oppreſſion, I leave to nicer Cri- 
ticks; allow them to be Giants in Bulk, it 
is not certain, whether that proceeded from 
any thing unnatural in the Generation, or was 
ſent as a] udgment from God. Neither is it 
expreſsly ſaid, that theſe were the Productions of 
thoſe Mixtures; but it is ſaid, when the Sons of 
Cod came in unto the Daughters of Men, and they 
bare Children unto them, the ſame became mighty 
Men, which were of old, Men of Renown. And 
this is very eaſy to account for; for theſe Chil- 
_ dren, having imbibed the wicked Principles of 
their Mothers, would naturally accommodate 
themſelves to the Prophane, and gain their Re- 
ſpect, for the World will love his own. And 
on the other Hand, it is too common with res 
ligious People to value Perſons very much, 
merely becauſe they had devout Fathers. Now 

theſe having ſeen the Devotion of their Fathers, 
might eaſily learn to mimick, and put on a 
Form of Godlineſs, ſo to gain Reputation a- 
mong the Worſhippers of God. Thus it was 
eaſy for them to grow great, by uniting Fami- 
lies and Intereſts; which has often been the 
Caſe, and frequently is to this Day, where 
Religion is made a Cloke to put on, or put off, 
as the Time ſerves. And thus the degenerate 
Offſpring of devout Perſons, are commonly 
the Authors of che greateſt Miſchief, --- Abi- 
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nelech had the Reſpect of the People, becauſe 
he was the Son of Gideon; but he was the Son 
of an Harlot, of an idolatrous City, whoſe 
wicked Ways he learned, and ſo he uſurped 
the Kingdom in a Manner moſt treacherous 
and bloody. — Abſalom was the Son of David, 


but his Mother was a Heathen Princeſs, and 


he had learned the Ways of the Court of Ge- 


four; yet he had the Addreſs to infinuate him- 


ſelf into the Affections of the People of Iſrael, 


of which he ſo far availed himſelf as to draw . 


the whole Kingdom into Rebellion againſt his 
Father. Hence I ſee nothing in the Hiſto- 
ry of theſe Antediluvians, but Effects ariſing 


from natural Cauſes, of which, the firſt given, 


is mixed Marriages. 


After Iſrael entered the promiſed Land, the 
firſt Thing mentioned, as the Occaſion of their 
Idolatry, and which laid the Foundation of their 
Ruin, was their Intermarriages with the ido- 
latrous Inhabitants. --- The 2d Chapter of the 
Book of Judges, gives a general Account of 
their revolting from the Lord, and of his deal- 
ing with them in Conſequence of their Sin; 
but when the Particulars of their Apoſtacy 
come to be related, this is the very firſt In- 
ſtance, Chap. iii. 6. And they took their Daugh- 
ters to be their Wives, and gave their Daughters 


10 their Sons, and ſerved their Gods, 


If 
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If they married their Perſons, ſerving their 
Gods was certain to be the Conſequence: —— 
This the Lord foretold them; and for this ve- 
ry Reaſon, gave ſuch ſtrict Prohibitions in his 
Law. Exod. xxxiv. 15, 16. Leſt thou make 
| Covenant with the Inhabitants of the Land 
and thou take of their Daughters unto thy Sons, 
and their Daughters go a Whoring after their 
Gods, and make thy Sous go a Whoring after 
their Gods. Deut. vil. 3, 4. Neither ſhalt thou make 
Marriages with them: thy Daughter thou ſhalt 
not give unto his Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt thou 
take unto thy Son. For they will turn away thy Son 
from following me, that they may ſerve other Gods. 
Joſh. xxiii. 12, 13. F ye do in any wiſe 
make Marriages with them, and go in unto them 
and they to you———know for a Certainty, that --- 
they ſhall be Snares and Traps unto you, and 
Scourges in your Sides, and Thorns in your Eyes, 
&c. —— And that this was the inevitable Con- 
ſequence, when they violated theſe ſacred Pre- 
cepts, .is evident in many Inſtances. 1 Kings 
xi. 2, 3. Of the Nations conceaning which the 
Lord ſaid unto the Children of Iſrael, ye fhall 
not go into them, neither ſhall they come in unto 
you, for ſurely they will turn away your Heart 
after their Gods : Solomon clave unto theſe in 
Love And his Wives turned away his Heart. 
It is faid of Ahab, 1 Kings xvi. 31. He took 
to Wife Jezebel the Daughter of Ethbaal, Ming 
| Fa of 
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e the Zidonians, and went and ſerved Baal, an! 


worſhipped him. Chap. xxi. 25. There was 
nont lite unto Ahab, which did ſell bimſelf. to 


work Wickedneſs in. tbe Sight of the Load, whom 


Jezebel his Wife flirred up. Yet Fehoſhaphat, 
forgetting the Law of his God, took a Daugh- 
ter of Abab for a Wife to his Son Jeboram; 
who proving a very wicked Prince, this is 
giver as a Reaſon of it. 2 Kings viii. 18. For 
the Duugbler of Ahab was his Wife. And like- 
wiſe his Son Abaziab, walking in the ſame 

wicked Courſe, the Reaſon given is this, 2 
Chron. xxii. 3. For his Mother was his Coun- 


Feellor to do Toickedly. And the Wickedneſs of 


che People, Prieſts, and Levites, is. aſcribed to 
the ſame Cauſe; Exra ix. 2. For they have tax 
ken of their Daughters for themſelves and for their 
Sons. — And fee, with what Contrition this 
Iniquity was confeſſed, by thoſe: that trembled 
at God's Commandment, Ezra ix. 10—15. 
and with what Zeal they oppoſed this flagrant 
Violation of r Holy Law, Nebere xi. 
2 1 el THO F 


But 5 will ſay, the Partition Wall. is now 
= wer down, and no Nation is to be called 
common, therefore, the Prohibition is not ſo 
binding to Chriſtians, as it was: to Iſrael.——1 
confeſs, in the Sight of God, there is no Diffe- 
- pence of Nations, — or Families; whe» 
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"ther Greek, Jew, Britain, or Hotentot ; but the 
irreconcileable Separation between them that 


are after the Flefh, and them that are after the 


Spirit (of which, the Separation between Fews 


and Gentiles, was but a Shadow) is eternally 


radicated in the two Seeds. Therefore, by ſo 


much as Chriſtians now, are bleſſed with ſupe- 
rior Light, the Obligation to avoid every 
Thing that may tend to corrupt the Mind, 
from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, is more 
ſtlrictly binding. But under the Goſpel, the 


Prohibition is not national, but perſonal, 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. Be ye not unequally yoked together with 


Unbelievers. — According to the Apoſtle's Di- 


rection, thoſe that are already married 4 
believers, are, in Conſcience, bound to fulfii 


their Marriage Covenant: But in his Counſel 
to thoſe that are unmarried, he lays down this 
ſalutary Precept, 1 Cor. vii. 29. Ou in the 
Lord. 55 eee ee e 


And now, my Friend, if thou haſt an hum- 


ble Regard to the Word of the living God, I 
am certain, I need ſay no more; and if thou haſt 


not, all my Attempts would be fruitleſs. I do 
not expect this Counſel will be effectual to many 


Perſons, notwithſtanding the great Demand 


there has been, both for the genuine and ſpu- 
rious Editions of this enigmatical Eſſay. On 
the other Hand, it gives me ſome Suſpicion, 
. leſt 
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| beſt chere be ſomething in it that favours more 
of F leſh than Spirit, which has induced ſome 
Perſons to read i it as an Amuſement, or a No- 
vel, rather than as a Branch of the Counſel of 
God. — I freely declare, it does not give me 
any Pleaſure, to think that ever I publiſhed 
any Thing ſo agreeable to the Taſte of People 
of that Stamp (of which I underſtand my Free- 
Will Editors are) as to be a Temptation to 


them to pirate it. -I have publiſhed ſome 


Tracts, upon. Subjects far more intereſting and 
momentous, for which I have not found equal 
Demand; nor have I learned, that any Per- 
ſons of the ſame Character, ever thought them 
worth their Notice; and I had rather chuſe, 
never to publiſh any more, than to be the Au- 
thor of any Thing which ſhould not contain 
more of the Truth, Power, and Spirit of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, chan to be the Subject of 
their - Approbation. — But, my dear Friend, 
| if theſe few Hints which I have laid before 
thee, may be bleſſed as a ſeafonable Monition, 
to excite thee to ſet the Lord before thy Face; 
ſo as to chuſe an Help-meet for thee, my End 
is anſwered; and may ſhe ns of ty you. 


Lace. | Farewel. 
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8 TH E foregoing Dream was firſt written in a private 
Letter to a young Man, by way of Caution in the Choice 
a Wife; and being ſeen, and Copies taken by _ 
Friends, I as ſollicited to publiſh them: which] did, 2 | 
er having the Manuſcript by me a Number of Tears. But 
az moſt of my Acquaintance knew who the, Author was, be- 
Pore the Publication, and to Strangers it was infignficant ; 
- * therefore ] did not publiſh my Name with it. Nor ſhould I 
habe done it now, only in my own Vindication; finding it 
ta have been prrated once and again, with fuch Alterations 
- as the Tutriders pleafs to fancy: andit being {a duell known 
That ] ws the real Author, I might come to have whatever 
undigeſted Stuff ſhould, be foiſted into it, fathered ufdn me. 
It was ſome Years ſince pirated in the North, where it was 
mangled, by a Perſon who called 7 a Miniſter of the 
Golpel; and who paſſed for the Author, in Newcaſtle, 
Dublin, and other Places. And now it has been pirated in 
Log Dar, with Notes and Additions, by one that calls him- 
| felfa Miniſter of the Goſpel. The former was 1well known, 
and it is eaſy to gueſs that the latter is (4 the ſame Stamp: 
Vor I do nat think any others would be guilty of fuch Inſalence. 
| Some of bis Notes are Foreign to the Purpoſe; ſome of them 
are dull and lifeleſs; and ſome of them are ſo often repeated 
35 things ſo plain, as that they are in Danger to affront the 
nder/tanding of the Reader. But Per ſons who read it 161th 
Attention (if forme Things ſhould whet their Minds at the 
7 775 Till eaſily underſtand the Meaning, as well as the 
Author of the Notes, To be told the Meaning of an Enigma 
+ before you read it, is to deſtroy the Life of it. Therefore, 
\ &T choſe to leque it as it is. | | \ 
„ Pran, J. Jannsow. *. 


N. B. The Public is defired to obſerve, that there is no genuine © 

| Edition of this Pamphlet, beſides that printed for the Author, 
= and fold by G. Keith, in Gracechurch-Street ; all others 
4 Heing. ſpuriuus, and printed avithout the. Aut har 5 Conſent. 
Alſo, that for the Sake of ſueh Perſons as may be inclined to © 

- 4, giveit away, an Edition of the Dream is printed in a ſmaile» 
Sixt, Price 125. per Hundred, and to be had as aboue.. 


" and Sold by. 
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